
 

 
 

FACT SHEET: 
 

Juror Questions 
 
Summary: Allow jurors to ask questions of the witnesses. This is traditionally done in 
writing, and questions are screened by the judge for admissibility. Parties have an 
opportunity to object to questions. Allowing jurors to ask questions is intended to help jurors 
better understand the facts and evidence presented in the case, and to stay engaged with 
the trial proceedings. Juror questions may also help jurors better understand complex 
expert testimony as juror questions may quickly bring clarity to confusing aspects of the 
expert’s testimony.1 
 
Empirical Studies:  2008 ABA Seventh Circuit Project: In thirty-eight (38) trials, eighty-
three percent (83%) of jurors reported that the ability to submit written questions helped 
jurors understand the facts.2  The timing of when judges inform jurors of their opportunity 
to ask questions may also matter: post-trial questionnaires revealed that only thirty-eight 
percent (38%) of jurors knew that they could submit questions when judges mentioned the 
option only in opening remarks, while ninety-nine percent (99%) of jurors understood that 
they could ask questions when judges mentioned this during trial.3 
 
2005 New York State Jury Trial Project: In twenty-seven (27) civil trials4, seventy-four 
percent (74%) of judges5, fifty percent (50%) of attorneys6, and 87% of jurors7 in civil trials 
believed that juror questions helped jurors to better understand evidence presented. 
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Current Usage:  Juror questions were permitted in twenty-five percent (25%) of civil 
jury trials in a 2015 survey of 1,673 state and federal court trials nationwide.8  This is up 
from sixteen percent (16%) in a 2005  survey also by the National Center for State Courts.9 
A questionnaire circulated by the NYU Civil Jury Project to X judicial advisors suggests that 
71% have permitted jurors to ask questions.10 
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